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SPA, 
RIGHT!? 





SINCE YOU'VE GOT NOTHING COVERING YOU, 
| ALSO WANT YOU TO TELL ME YOUR TRUE 
INTENTIONS! YOU TOLD ME THAT YOU WANT 
TO KNOW THE PERSON WHO WAS IN COMMAND 
OF THE GROUP OF ASSASSINS THAT KILLED 
YOUR GRAMPA, BUT... 


YOUR TRUE 
INTENTIONS 
ARE TO KILL 
WHO GAVE THE 
ORDER... 





MORE 
THAN WHO 
CARRIED IT 


ALL... 


So? TELL ME 
THE TRUTHI! 


VM NOT 
SOMEBODY WHO 
CAN SPEAK OF 


REVENGE. 


I'M SOME- 
ONE 





We 
CARRIED 
OUT A 
MISSION 


“KILLING 
leyasu’s 
ENEMIES”... 





ACHIEVEMENTS... 
THE PROOF OF... 





LIKE THIS, 
GIVING UP 
EVERY- 
THING 








MEETING Now | DON’T 
levasu AND 
JUST TELLING KNOW WHAT | 
FRANKLY MY 
THOUGHTS... 


| WANT TO MAKE 
KANBEE-SAMA 
THE ONE WHO 
KILLS IEYASU!! 


WHEN HE WAS 
YOUNG, HIS 
PARENTS AND 
BIG SISTER WERE 
BRUTALLY... 


YES... 
I'VE HEARD 
THAT STORY 
FROM 
KANBEE- 
DONO. 





WHO HE RESPECTED, 


HIDEYORI-SAMA AND 
YODO-DONO SLAIN... 





| WANT FOR HIM 
TO KILL lEvASU!! 
| WANT IeyASU 
TO SAVOR 
KANBEE-SAMA’S 
TENACITY... 


His 
SOLITARY 
GOAL IN 
LIFE IS 
TO KILL 
levasul! 


| UNDERSTAND jf 
YOUR FEELINGS 
TOO, BUT 
WHO‘LL KILL 
IEYASU WILL 
BE KANBEE- 





BE...RELIEVED 
BY SEEING 


4 EYES, RIGHT? 























WHEN | COME HERE, ¥ 
VM ONE OF TADAAKI FF 


DISCIPLES TOO. 






































ANYWAY, WITH 
THE FACE | HAVE 


HNN 


Le a 


fi] _-ACLOSE ASSOCIATE OF 
Hi] KATO KIYOMASA, WHO 
ty WAS WELL ACQUAINTED 
WITH HONDA MASAZUMI, 
IEYASU'S ASSOCIATE. 


THE FACT THAT 
HE STOPPED 
AFTER LOOKING 
THIS WAY WAS 








| WAS CARELESS. 
ihe rons ciar 
TADAAKI-DONO 
TEACHES THE 
Poet Mie 
10 jeaaure 
TOSHIVORISHO... 






































ey 
| DIDN'T 
THINK THAT ; 
HONDA MASAZUMI How 
COULD COME TO ae 
TADAAKI-DONO’S 
MANSION... 
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THAT NIGHT, A MAN if THE FALL OF 
CLAD IN FLAMES 4 THE OSAKA 
LED A SOLO RAID, CASTLE, WE GOT 
AIMING FOR THE INFORMATION 


OGOSHOSAMA ey FROM THE KOGA 
(IEYASUYS LIFE... Wea ‘SHINOBI WHO 
BECAME 
TOKUGAWA’S 





Is IT so SURPRISED ME!! 

oat SURPRISING? YOU'VE GRABBED 

THE OTHERS, SINCE | WAS FISH WITH YOUR 
KOHYOTA... u 








|  WHAT‘S HAPPENEDI? IT’S 
STILL EARLY AND YOU CAN 
ALL ALREADY GO HOME!? 


BEEN TOLD BY « 
SENSEI THAT 
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WILL FIGHT 


WITHOUT Now, 
W-WHITHOUT RINTARO 
PROTECTIONS PROTECTIONS 
AND WITHOUT 
STOPPING 
THEIR 











DID THEY 
FIND OUT 


AIMING AT KANBEE- 


: DONO’S 
oe IDENTITY!? 





i ZB J y Za EVEN WITH 
ZA WOODEN 
SWORD, IF 
| WAS HIT 
BY HIS 
POWERFUL 
STRIKES, 
ID DE... 


AND EVEN IF | 
WON, AFTER HIM, 
ANOTHER GENIUS, 
KYOSUKE, WOULD 








THEY LL 


WANT TO KILL ME 


x 
= 
K 
& 
§ 


BS 
& 


HERE OR INJURE 
ME GRAVELY. 


g 
: 
= 
2 


REVEALED, 





AND 
HANDED OVER 
TO HONDA 
MASAZUMI 
AND BE 
DEALT WITH. 





TADAAKI-DONO AND 
EVEN KYOSUKE ARE 
SITTING DOWN...ALSO, 
RINTARO IS INA 
FARTHER POSITION 
FROM THE EXIT 





RIGHT!! 
RUN 











A i, 


A 
r\\/ "y 
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BOTH OF HIS ARMS 
WERE BROKEN. WITH 
THIS, HE WON'T BE 
ABLE TO USE A 
SWORD, NOR A BOW 











eee Wet My 


EVEN IF 
YOU HAD KILLED / 
ME | COULD STAY AT 
NOT HAVE ¢ MY PLACE 
COMPLAINED, Ba ANYMORE... 
BUT YOU CARED : COULD 
FOR ME WITH z 
LENIENCY. ; - oer 


YOU HAD BEEN 
IN A POSITION 
| THINK THAT TO DEDICATE 


YOU WOULD HAVE YOURSELF TO 
THE SWORD 
SINCE YOU WERE 


y 
if ps 


‘ok 





WHY 
ARE YOU 


| BEG yout! 
DON’T GO 

















KOHYOTA, 


AZUMI-SAN, 
WHERE’RE 
YOU GOINGI? 
TELL ME THE 
PLACE! ILL 
COME VISITI! 




















GRAMPA TAUGHT 
Me...1 THINK THAT 
THE BONE WILL 
GRADUALLY ADHERE 
IF WE KEEP IT 
FIRM WITH 


)RMED 
Tos ffl 
ZARU. [| 











AS IF HE'D DIED 
» FORM AN ILLNES 











TOBIZARU 
EAVESDROPPED 
ON ACONVERSATION |::) ~ 
BETWEEN HONDA. 
MASAZUMI AND 
ONOTADAAKI. 












































HE EVEN SAID THAT HE 
WOULD HAVE BEEN 
SATISFIED MORE WITH 
ASUITABLE DEATH 
ON A FALCONRY 





HIS FONDNESS 
FOR FALCONRY WAS 
SO CONSIDERABLE 
THAT, EVEN IF MASA- 
ZUMIPERSUADED 
| | HIMTOWAITFORA 
FULL RECOVERY, 








leEvAsUl! HAVE 

YOU PERCEIVED 

YOUR TIME OF 
DEATHI? 


SO THAT 
DAMN IEYASU 
1S PRATTLING 

LIKE THAT, 

EEEEEHIF 





























FOR WHAT 
PURPOSE... 
DID | SURVIVE, | 
WONDER,..? 


e 
= 
= 
= 
= 
ES 
= 
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KILL IEYASU 
AND BE SLAIN 
THERE BY 
KYOSUKE AND 














| CAN'T 
DIEEEE! 
| CAN'T 
DIE LIKE 
THIIIS! 
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Wha 
as in 
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an 
KAA 
wow You've 
DONE ITH 


HAHA HARA! 








POSSIBILITY OF 
A QUIET LIFE, 





I'VE...CARRIED OUT 
, MISSIONS $0 THAT 
$0 I'VE KILLED iiissiens $0 Tear 
HIS ENEMIES Sone yams 
WHO WERE PEACEFUL WOR 
INTERTERING: COULD LIVE QUIETLY 
LIKE THAT... 


IF...IEYASU 

IT HURL THIS. . aie 
WORLD INTO J/AmmmnLTI 

TURMOIL ila 
AGAIN AND 
BRING BACK 
AN ERA OF 

WARI? 





NOW IT’S THE ERA 
OF THE SECOND 
TOKUGAWA SHOGUN, 
HIDETADA...AND 
WITHOUT A DOUBT, 


THE COUNTRY WILL 
CONTINUE UNDER A 
THIRD... TOKUGAWA... 


THEN, IT MEANS 
THAT IEYASU’S OWN 
ROLE HAS ENDED 
AND HE'S ALREADY 
ENJOYING HIS 
REMAINING YEARS, 
RIGHT? 








WORLD THAT 
Tako-sama 
(Hivevosu) 
Hap esTas- J" 
LisHeD!! 


PEACEFUL 


. WITH DIRTY | 

y STOLE FOR @ TRICKS AND IT’S NOT 

“rece, qq STRATEGIES THAT IeEYASU 

HE JUST _/ BUILT PEACE [ 
FOR HIS OWN 
AMBITION!! 

<> 


\ 


HE CRUSHED THE 
SHOULD THAT LIFESTYLES AND THE 
UNMEASURABLE LIVES OF COUNTLESS 
PERSONS WHO PROTECTED 
THE TOYOTOMI SOCIETY! 





\ 
Wi \ SQ \ 


wy 


IEYASU HAS 
ACHIEVED HIS 
AMBITIONS...AND 
NOW HE’S LIVING 
HIS REMAING YEARS 
CONFORTABLY... 
PRAYING FOR A 


My WANTING 


TO KILL 
y IEYASU SHOULD generar IEYASU, IS 
DIE NOW, TAKING ar et 


FEELING OF 





WITH THIS 
SINGLE 





LL TAKE 
OVER THIS 
SWORD AND... 











IF PEOPLE 
LIVE LIkE 

THAT, IT’S 
FINE...” 


“\eWHEN THE 
TIME COMES, 
BEING USEFUL TO A 
PERSON THAT YOU 
THINK IT’S MORE 
IMPORTANT THAN 
YOURSELF...AND AT 
THAT TIME, EVEN 
RISKING YOUR LIFE 
FOR HIM!! 

















© Chapter 8 


ning 











Wwe 
ae re 
LAN es 














IT’S BEEN 
AROUND 
THREE 

MONTHS... 

‘\ SINCE THAT. 


HE CAN’T 
SWING A 





ARE YOU ALWAYS 
TOGETHER WITH 
KANSUKE-DONO? 


wl§ THAT SOI? ...KANSUKE 
AND AZUMI HAVE THAT KIND 
OF RELATIONSHIP/?.... 


TODAY...1 CAME 
TO APOLOGIZE 
FOR HAVING 
SO MANY LIES. 





YOUR GUARDING 
IEYASU MADE US 
ENEMIES... 








'D 
CAUSE BIG 





p LIE OR A 


y JOKE... 
































THAT MEANS THAT 
AZUMI WILL MAKE 


AN ATTEMPT ON 
IEYASU-SAMA’S LIFE 
eps AT THE FALCONRY 
Seg I GROUNDS WHEN 











WE'LL STRIKE 
HER FIRST WITH 
THE BACK OF 
THE SWORD 


pezzi 


7 





TO WHOM 
PROTECTS 
IEYASU-SAMA 
TO TELL THAT 


L, 
TADAAKI.... 


COMPOSURE AND 
CONFIDENCE... 
ARE SPLENDID. 


KYOSUKE AND 
RINTARO ARE 
FAR STRONGER 
THAT WHAT YOU 
IMAGINE... 





| BRAG THAT 
THEY'RE THE 
BEST MASTER- 
PIECES I'VE 
RAISED AND 
TAUGHT TO. 





| DON’T WANT 
TO MAKE 

THOSE TWO... 

KILL A GIRL... 


| DON’T WANT 
FOR KYOSUKE 
AND RINTARO 
) WHO | RAISED... 
WHO ARE MY 
PRIDE... 


IF YOU 
SAY THAT 
YOU WON'T 





IN THE CASE 
OF MY SWORD, 
IT’S PASSED 
THROUGH MANY 
BATTLEFIEDS 
AND IT’S BEEN 
SOAKED IN SO 
‘MUCH BLOOD 





























HOw COULD YOU 
SEE THROUGH 
THAT | HAD NO 


INTENTION OF 
KILLING YOU!? 

















THE TIP OF 
MY SWORD SHE READ MY HEART 
AND DODGED HAD NO INTENTION 
WITHOUT TO KILL HER BUT TO 
MOVING THE §\ SUPERFICIALLY HURT 




















THE ONE 
TO KILL 


WANT THE 
OTHER GUARDS 
TO KILL YOU. 














ay 
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fe} 
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Bo = 
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Y / THaNnk you 
FOR TAKING 


CARE OF ME, 
KOHYOTA!! 


























FOR My TRAINED BODY, 
THE BEST CURE IS TO 
RUN AROUND IN THE 
COUNTRYSIDE! 




















INVESTIGATING 
THE SUDDEN 
DISAPPEARANCE 
OFOBATA. 
GESSAI WITH 
WHOM 
CONTACT 
HAD BEEN 
INTERRUPTED, 
BUT.HEWAS 


TENKAI WAS | 


) 








fu Ku \\ ¥ 
levasul! \ 





EVEN THOUGH 
UNREQUITED YOU TOO CARRIED 


DEATHS YOU OUT MISSIONS 
y FOR IEYASL.. 


THAT’S HOW HE 
SHOULD TAKE 
RESPONSIBILITY 
IN THE HUMAN 

WORLD! 


TO HEAVEN... 
JEYASU 
SHOULD DIE 
NOW, TAKING 
ALL OF 
THAT WITH 
HIME 





KYOSUKE AND 
RINTARO ARE 
FAR STRONGER 
THAN WHAT YOU 
IMAGINE. 


| DON’T WANT 
FOR THEIR 
SWORDS TO 

DRINK A GIRL’S 


| SEE... TOBIZARU 
RESEARCHED THIS VERY 
WELL...EVEN WHERE 
THEYRE GOING TO 
TURN... THIS MEANS THAT 
THEYRE GOING TO PASS 
FROM HERE FOR SURE... 





AT THAT TIME, 
I'LL BE TAKING 
EVEN KYOSUKE 
AND RINTARO 
WITH ME... 











THERE'S THE 
POSSIBILITY!! SO, 
NO MATTER HOW 


WHEN THEY APPEAR, 
MANY TIMES | 


ME AND KYOSUKE 
WILL JUMP OUT AT 
THEM AND STRIKE! 


ALL WILL 
PROTECT 
lEyAsu- 
SAMA AND 
SURROUND 
HIM IMME- 
DIATELY!! 


Mi tg, 
bu 























STEP 
ASIDE! 


AZUMI WHO 
STAYED AT 
ONO-SENSEI’S 
PLACE? 





Soxs 
= 
SSAOSSSOSSS 














THERE AREN'T 
ANY OTHERS 
Irs era = ) SHOWING UP... 
Tie ota ‘a 4 ase at 
SAW AT i 
Tapaaki's 
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FROM THAT 
DAY...SO HE 
REALLY WAS 
A CLOSE 
ASSOCIATE 
OF IEYASU.... 











YOUR 
OBJECTIVE 
IS ONLY 


THAT THIS 
COUNTRY STILL 





THIS SWORD 
CONTIANS THE 
WISH OF KATO 


iy 


= 
aoe 








YOU TAKING 
RESPONSI- 
BILITY!! 


[ie TaN , 














INT 
inh 














oe \ vr 
i Sis ; 





all, 

















YOU FORESAW 
THAT, WORRIED 
ABOUT YOU FOR 
BEING A GIRL, 
WE WOULD 
HAVE TRIED 
TO PROTECT <j 
YOU... 





ARE YOU 
GOING TO & 
RUN AWAY 











1 LIVED UNTIL TODAY... 
TRAINING WITH THE 
SWORD ALL THE TIME... 





CONCEITED TO 
HAVE REACHED 
A POSITION OF 
PRIDE IN MY 
SWORD, ABOVE 


OBVIOUSLY 
IT WOULD BE WERE TO DIE 
FRUSTRATING, 2 COMMITTING 
SEPPUKU 
HERE AND 


| WANT TO FIGHT, 
AS A PERSON WHO 
LIVED BY THE 
SWORD... YOUR 
MASTERY OF THE 
BLADE THAT SLEW 
VETERAN GUARDS 
IN AN INSTANTS 





WITHOUT 
FIGHTING LIKE 
THIS AND BEING 
TRICKED IN THAT 
WAY, DYING BY 





























We 





rs 
388 
88 
at 
ES 


WELL WAIT 
FOR YOU 
BEHIND THE . 


Se I 4D IF YOU DON'T COME, 
WAITING <feNA | 3 THEN BESIDES OUR 
| FOR YOu, & . P SEVERE BLUNDER, 
AZUMIL! we WE'LL SUFFER THE 
b STIGMA OF BEING 
COWARDS WHO 
FLED SEPPUKUL 





WE'LL WAIT 2 
FOR youl! 





THIS IS THE RESULT DON'T 
OF HAVING BEEN IN A muNp IT, 
A POSITION TO RISk 

YOUR LIVES... 


2 YOU WERE GREAT!! = more im- 

| COULDN'T EXPECT PORTANTLY, 

LESS OF YOU, i 
AZUMI!! 


























TO HERI?’ 

































































WE SWEAR, WE SHEAR 
THAT THIS 1S NOT TO AVOID 
SEPPUKUI WE'LL 
So ie AyiVlt AGL 
ABSOLUTELY RETURN! 





WE'LL AVOID 


& HOUSE ARREST 


AND/HEAD TO. 
THE DUELING 


GROUND NOW! 4 

















THIS TIME... 
WE CAUSED 
CONSIDER- | 
ABLE TROU- 
BLES FOR 
YOU TOO, 
SENSE... 





ARE YOU THROWING 
AWAY...ALL OF THE 
GUNPOWDERI?... 
WHAT A WASTE... 





f 
j 7 
WAITING/! 
ZS = 
“My e 


Z. 


150 


Me TEER 
ICN SIN] 





SHE SAID 
THAT SHE’LL 
COME TO 
DUEL WITH 

















HOWEVER, AS 
FENCERS, WAITING 
FOR SEPPUKU Like ||WON’T COME... 


THIS 18 TOO... HOWEVER, 





Ie” AND FOR AVOIDING 
HOUSE ARREST SO 


if 


X7 











S$ KINDNESS YOU 
SHOWED US 
UNTIL TODAY. 





THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 
TEACHINGS 
AND ENCOUR- 
AGEMENTS 
UNTIL TODAY! 
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Seam 


ST 
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| SEE...IT'S THE 
SEASON OF THE 


HA HA HA...1 DIDN'T 
FULLY NOTICE IT... 








THEN BESIDES 
OUR SEVERE 
BLUNDER, WE’LL 
SUFFER THE 
STIGMA OF BEING 
COWARDS WHO 
FLED SEPPUKU! 





THAT SHE 
CAN'T GET 
AWAY FROM 




















(iy 




















LET’s ALSO DO 

SOME HANAM/ 

WHILE EATING 
D 

















MUST HAVE 
BEEN RAISED 
TRAINING DAY 

AND NiGHT wiTH <N 

THE SWORD 

FROM WHEN SHE 
WAS A CHILDI! 


IF SHE'S 
SHOULD A PERSON 
WANT TO WHO LIVES 

BY THE 


SHE SHOULD BE HOW MUCH IT’S 
WORTH THE SWORD 
CRAVING A BATTLE i 
WITH THE ONOHA SHE LEARNED! SHE 
9 SHOULD THINK OF 


ITTORYU SWORD, 
WANTING TO KNOW 
& PRIDE OF THE WHOLE "AND TEST IT! 





SHE SHOULD 
UNDERSTAND 








IF SHE KNEW I’M 
HERE TOO, SHE 
COULD RETREAT... 


SHE ESCAPED 
LINHARMED...SHE 
SHOULDN'T COME 
BACK TO RISK HER 
LIFE AGAIN ON 
PURPOSE... 





RINTARO’S POINT 
OF VIEW, THEY HAD 
NO OTHER OPTION 
THAN PROPOSING 
HER A DUEL AND 
WAIT LIKE THIS... 





TO ME... 
NO FURTHER 
NOTHING... A 
ANYMORE... pe 
| MUST CARRY 
OUT... (VE GOT 
NOTHING LEFT... 

















HOW MUCH IS IT 


I’M GONNA 
TEST THAT BY 
FIGHTING AGAINST 
THE SWORD OF THE 
ONOHA ITTORYU, 
C\. REPUTED AS THE 
GREATEST IN THE | X 


W-WHY... 
DID YOU COME 
BACK TO CROSS 
 _ SWORDS WITH 
, RINTARO-SAN AND 





BUT ON THE 
OTHER HAND, 


AZUMI... 
DOES IT 
appa MEAN THAT 
FORGIVE YOU HAVE 
0 MUCH 
CONFIDENCE 
IN YOUR 
SWORDI? 





Is 


KOHYOTA 
WATCHING 
? 














YOUR RESOLVE 
IS MAGNIFICENT!! 
THANK YOU FOR 
RETURNING! |, 
ONO TADAAKI, WILL ; 
WITNESS THIS DUEL 
WITH MY OWN 








AT SUCH 
A YOUNG 


MUCH FIGHTING 
HAVE YOU 





OR TO 
WOUND, 
ARREST AND 
PRESENT 
HER AS THE 
ASSASSIN 
WHO KILLED 


| WON'T BE SLY. 

WE GRACELESSLY 

FAILED TO CATCH 
AN ASSASSIN. WE'LL 
GALLANTLY COMMIT 


OF YOU TO 
THINK LIKE 


LL BE YOUR 
OPPONENT!! 





KOHYOTA, 
IF YOU TOO 
ASPIRE TO 
LEARN THE 
SWORD, 
YOU MUST 
CAREFULLY 
OBSERVE | 









Now, I'M 
GOING TO FIGHT 
WITH ONE OF 
THE BEST IN 
THE COUNTRY, 














WILL YOU 
BE HAPPY IF 
|WIN? 


WHERE YOU 
ALL ARE... 





VA\ : 
) [nln / Y) 








WHO DISPOSED 
OF TENS OF 
GUARDS IN A 

FLASH... 


























































































































HE'S FASTI/... 
| SEE, THE ONOHA 
ITTORYO IS ALL 
ABOUT ATTACKING, 
EVEN WHEN f 
QUICKLY TURNING 
THE SWORD!! 





Bur, "ve 






































































































































































































































TELL ME...HOW DID YOU 

KNOW THAT THERE WAS \if 

A TREE THERE, WITHOUT 
LOOKING BEHIND ‘i 





DOES IT MEAN 
THAT, AFTER ALL, 
OUR SWORD WAS 

ONLY A SWORD 

TO BE USED 

INSIDE AS DOJO 


Ny 


vl 


BECAUSE I'VE 

ALWAYS BEEN 

TRAINED AND 

RAISED IN THE 

DEEP MOUN- 

TAINS AND IN 
A VALLEY, 








RINTARO, WITH WHOM 

| COMPETED WITH THE 
SWORD, HAS ALREADY 
BEGUN HIS TRIP TO 


THE AFTER WORLD. 














THE NAME OF 
YOUR GRAND- 
FATHER WHO 
TAUGHT YOU 
THE SWORDI! 
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